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NOTES FROM THE WM

Please don’t get the wrong impression:
this is not a Lodg’e trestleboard. I am too lausy
to do any such ttling’. However, with only three
meetings a year it seems there must be some
way to gdet pertinent information to our
members.

We have decided to divide our meetings
g’eograpliicauy 1)y liaving’ our autumn meeting in
the south of the State and the winter meeting in
the north. Our Annual meeting in April must ]:)y
our ljylaws be held at the Rutland Masonic
Center. In this way we hope to make it possilf)le
that many of our memlf)ers, and the Brothers
from area Lodg’es, will be able to attend at least
one of our meetings each year.

With this in min(]., our autumn meeting
on Sept. 25" was held at Lon(lon(lerry and was
hosted 1)y West River- Anchor #57. A hug’e
thank you goes out to Nathaniel Seeley, and the
Brothers of this 10(1g’e for the wonderful meal
and warm hospitality they provi(ie(],. Nat and his
wife prepare(]. the meal at their home and
lnroug'ht it there to feed 20 Brot}lers, and even
had pie for dessert! A few Brothers who are not
members of our Lotlg’e turned out, and it is

always great to see new taces.

BYLAW REVISIONS

There was a quiclz question and answer
period concerning propose(l revisions to our
lnylaws. Principally, they seek to define a Full
Member as one who is writing papers. All others
are Corresponding’ members who do not have to
write. T}ley also call for a cliang’e from hard
copy to CD disk for our Procee(ling's. I have
appen(ie(i the propose(i ljylaws to this newsletter.
There will be further discussion on this issue as
needed at our Fet)ruary meeting, and the final

vote will be a part of our Annual meeting in
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NEXT REGULAR COMMUNICATIONS:

FEBRUARY 26,2008
GREEN MT MASONIC CENTER

WILLISTON AT 7PM

LIGHT SUPPER: 6PM

ANNUAL: APRIL 22, 2008
RUTLAND MASONIC CENTER
GAVEL DROPS AT 7PM
LIGHT SUPPER: 6PM

NEW: LODGE FESTIVE BOARD!

The Lodg’e voted to have a Festive Board
twice each year, on the festivals of the St. Johns,
June 24" and December 27, A tlyer for the one
next month is attached to this paper. This first
such event for our Lodg’e is to be held at the
Montpelier Masonic Center at 6PM. There will
be a delicious Pork Roast supper l)y Aurora
Lodg’e’s expert C}lets, toasts, a paper on St. JO}III
the Evang’elist, and lots of fun. This is not a
Table Lodg’e but an old time festival. Please try
to attend and support your Lodge. After aH, I)y
the 27" you will need to escape from the tamily!
The tradition of teasting’ at board with your
Lodg’e on St. ]ohns is very ancient, and we feel
it proper to continue this tradition in our Lodg’e.

Only Lotig’e members or invited guests can
attend. Not a Ladies at Table!

WRITING COMPETITION

Our Lodg’e voted at the Sept. Meeting to
host a writing contest for Blue Lodg’e members
throug’hout our State (and Leyond?). Once
again, the rules for this contest are attached.
The idea is to encourage our Brothers in other

Lodg’es to think and write on our favorite



sul)ject: Freemasonry! We will get material to
present and pul)lish, and a wider recognition for
our Lodg’e, and the winners will get their papers
pul)]ished on our website and top winner (s7)
will receive an awar(l, hope{*ully at the Grand
LO(lg'e meeting. All in all, I think it is a win/win
situation for Freemasonry and for our Lodg’e.
Get the word out!

BOOK REVIEWS
At our meeting I encourag’e(l members to
submit short book reviews of those great
Masonic books t}ley have discovere(l, and 1
started this out Ly mentioning the new
“Scottish Rite Ritual, Monitor and Guide” Ly
Arturo de Hoyos. A bit pricey, but worth it for
all who have an interest in the Rite. A hug’e,
well researched and ljeautifully presente(l book.

PAPERS PRESENTED

Three very interesting papers were preSente(l at
the Lon(lon(lerry meeting. The first was Ly our
SW Stanley Schumacher: “Robert Livingston-
Mason and Foun(ling’ Father”. Brother Stan
took us on a walk t}lroug}l the first years of our
Repulf)lic, illustrating’ how the principles of
Freemasonry provicle(l our country'’s
foundational ideas. He also noted how and Why
“Ancient” Masonry came to typi{y our
Fraternity in the U.S.

Brother Steve Farring'ton followed with
“Freemasonry, the Scourge of Despots” which
he said he threw tog’et}ler quiclzly for the
occasion. This was a Completely excellent paper
hig’}llig’hting' the political aspects of our or(].er,
and how those men strugg'ling’ for liberty and
social freedom were, almost without exception

in every country of the earth, Freemasons.

Steven Cosgrove, one of our newest members
who hails from Rutlan(l, spolze on “The
myt}lolog’y of Hiram” , (]etailing’ the many facets
of the Hiramic leg’end throug’hout history.
Facinating!

Steve also lnroug’}lt with him an old 32° diploma
which I recog’nize(l as l)elong’ing' to the {ounding

father of Scottish Rite Masonry in Vermont!
Steve had purc}lased it down in Boston, without
lznowing' of its unique interest for Vermont
Scottish Rite Masons, and just happene(l to
]Jring’ it along’. Talk about coincidence! I gave a
short talk about this document, about Phineas

Ballou, and how he was instrumental in the

£0un(ling’ of the AASR here in Vermont.

PAPERS FOR OUR NEXT MEETING
As always, I as WM am always loolzing’ for
papers, and so far only have one short one
scheduled for our next meeting. Remem]ner,
they need not be long or scholarly- if the suLject
interests you, it will interest us! Put down your
thoug’}lts on paper and send them to me at

aieon@lzing’con.com. Please: electronic format

only! And remember too that if a paper you
have written is accepte(]. for presentation or for
pul)lication in our Procee(ling' s, you are on your
way to l)ecoming’ a Full member, with dues

reductions, free admission to our events , etc.

Thanks!
Eric Ginette, Worshipful Master
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